
 

 
 Leyden High School District 212 

  

SENIOR SEMINAR 
SOC 420•  Semester, year 

Teacher name 
Mr. Harmon 
aharmon@leyden212.org 
847-451-3143 
Monday-Friday  7-7:30am/2:30pm-3:25pm 

 

 
 

Course description* 
The Senior Seminar is an opportunity to explore a specific topic within the social sciences in depth over a semester. This seminar is 
intended to give students the personal experience of becoming a social scientist through a wide variety of skill-building activities and 
projects. 
 
 
 
 

Credit weight* 
College Prep 

Link to published core curriculum map* 
 

 

 
Priority Standards* 

Analyze and evaluate different events and their impact upon Chicago from the creation of Illinois until 1930. 

Analyze and evaluate  impact of WWI on Chicago. 

Analyze and evaluate the effects of the Great Migration on Chicago's population and cultural mix, and the 
development of machine politics. 

Analyze and evaluate the move from politics of image  towards machine politics. 

 Analyze and evaluate the effect of The mob in Chicago  

Analyze and evaluate WWII on Chicago and the creation of the Black American Ghetto and White American suburb. 

Analyze and evaluate the beginning and development of the political machine. 

Analyze and evaluate The making of the "Boss" Richard J. Daley, the end of the machine, Chicago in transition 
through Richard M. Daley and managerial politics. 

Uses critical reasoning skills to analyze and evaluate positions.  
 

Uses inquiry-based research.  
 

Creates a product that uses social studies content to support a claim and presents the product in an appropriate  
manner to a meaningful audience.  

Uses critical reasoning skills to analyze and evaluate positions.  
 

 
 

https://sites.google.com/a/leyden212.org/leyden-curriculum-maps/social-studies/soc-420-senior-seminar


Grading Categories* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

 Category Percent Weights* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

Unit Assessments (Common for all instructors of this course) 25 % 

Quizzes 30 % 

Homework 10 % 

Projects 30 % 

Class Participation 5 % 

 

Leyden High School D212 Common Grading Scale*: 90 - 100  A; 80-89  B; 70 - 79  C; 60 - 69 D; Below 60- F

 

Materials Needed City of Big Shoulders: A History of Chicago textbook. 
 
 
Retake/Late Work/Missing Assignment Policy Retakes are not available.  Test corrections may be done.  Late work is 
given ½ credit.  Missing assignments will not receive credit. 
 
 
 

Other information 
 
 
 
 

  

  

 
 


